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Biology I 2019-20 Classroom Procedures and Expectations
Ms. Pichette 

cpichette@helenaschools.org
www.helenabiology.weebly.com
(406) 324-2291
(406) 461-0868 (cell)
Course Description:  Biology I is a survey course for sophomores which requires hands-on lab investigations, teamwork, and a curiosity for the way living things work.  Over the course of the year we will cover most life science topics including the nature of science, biochemistry, ecology, cells, genetics, evolution, and the classification of organisms from microbes to complex animals.  
General Guidelines
1. Be Involved. Be in your seat when the bell rings ready to begin learning. Three (3) tardies will result in lunch detention.  Participate in all class activities, complete all assignments and labs and seek out opportunities to learn more outside of class.  We have many clubs and teams that are always looking for new members.  No cell phones are allowed during class.
2. Be Responsible.  Finish the homework and reading assignments before coming to class.  Follow all safety procedures outlined by the instructor.  Do not remove anything from the lab and report all accidents immediately.  Cheating and/or plagiarism on any test or assignment will not be tolerated.  Own up to your mistakes and communicate when you need help.
3. Be Respectful.  Respect yourself, your teacher, your classmates, all guests in our class, the materials and equipment and the space we work in. Make positive choices.  
4. Be a Graduate.  Grades will be posted on Powerschool online and should be checked regularly.  It is your job to learn your Powerschool password and make sure you are not missing any assignments or missing grades for assignments you’ve completed.  Keep up with the assignments, prepare for tests and quizzes, and talk to me if you need help.  I can spend extra time with you. DON’T FAIL! Two (2) credits of science are required for graduation.
Materials and Supplies
1. A three-ring binder with dividers for holding assignments.  
2. Loose-leaf paper for writing assignments.

3. A composition notebook for lab notes.  I will be collecting these frequently for a grade.
4. Pencil every day.  Colored pencils will be used often. You may want to bring your own.
5. Please bring in a box of non-latex gloves in your size for lab work. 
6. Textbook:  Miller and Levine Biology, 2010. The textbook is also available at www.pearsonsuccessnet.com.
7. Optional:  Personal cell phones, tablets or laptops MAY be used occasionally for lab and research purposes as deemed appropriate by the teacher. Otherwise, keep ‘em put away!
Class Website
Our class website, available at www.helenabiology.weebly.com will have an updated calendar of events and online copies of most assignments.  Students can access them here to print extra copies or to download missed assignments.
Grading:
90-100%=A
80-89%=B
70-79%=C
60-69=D
Below 60% =F
· Classwork, labs and projects will be worth about 50% and assessments (tests and quizzes) will be about 50% of the total quarter grade.  At the end of the semester, the quarters will be averaged together for 80% of the semester total and the semester exam or project will be worth 20%.  It’s important to pass each semester or the class will need to be repeated.
· Grades can be checked online any time using Powerschool.  Parents will be issued a username and password at the beginning of the year.  Check your grades often!
· It is your responsibility to check for any missing assignment or make-up work you have missed. Updated grades will be posted on Powerschool on Mondays.
· Please see me if there are any errors in my grading—you will need to show me the saved or corrected assignment in order for me to correct the grade, so NEVER throw away labs or assignments until after the end of the semester. 
Lab Rules
· Safety gear is required for many of the labs.  Please bring a box of non-latex gloves. 

· Eating, drinking and texting are not allowed during lab or class.  Any student caught eating or drinking, using an electronic device, or being unsafe in any way during a lab will receive a referral to the office and a loss of credit for the day.  If the behavior continues, the student will not be allowed to participate in lab activities.  Water bottles will usually be allowed.
· Closed-toed shoes are required for lab days.  Consult the schedule and dress appropriately.

Homework, Late Work and Make-Up Work

· Most of our work should be completed in class other than occasional reading and extra research. If you find yourself with homework, assess how you can better use class time. 
· You will receive only 1 copy of each assignment.  Don’t lose it!  Downloads are online.  
· Late work will be accepted for partial credit up to three days after the due date.  
· Make-up work:

· Follow the HHS guidebook rules on make-up work for school activities.  

· If you miss a test or quiz, you must take it on the day you return.

· Science lab make-up is offered on a case-by-case basis.  Arrangements must be made personally with me within three days to complete any missed labs. 
· I am available before 8:20 AM, after 3:15 and during most lunch hours for additional assistance.  See me and schedule a time for make-up work or help!
Please let me know as soon as possible if you need any special accommodations.  I can be reached by email at cpichette@helenaschools.org or by phone at 324-2291.
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